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The rabbit bandicoot colonies near Ynendumu, N.T., were more closely inves-
tigated. Four visits were made to the area between February and October 1968
and an attempt made, with the assistancc of the Aboriginal population, to locate
all the nearby colonics. Two colonies were repeatedly visited and burrow nse and
distribntion recorded. Unfortunately all attempts to trap the animals using a large
varicty of traps proved fruitless.

Fresh faceal pellets (30 or more) were collected from threc areas in central
Australia and their contents microscopically analysed by a method similar to that
used by Watts (1968).
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Fig. 1. Former distribution of the rabhit handicoot based on known specimens. Numbers
give collection dates.

RESULTS
Past distribution

The rabbit bandicoot was once extremely widespread, ocenrring over most
of mainland Australia south of 18° south and west of the Great Dividing Range
with the apparent exception of central Queensland and most of Victoriu (Fig. 1).
The specics appears to have disappeared from New South Wales and southern
South Australia rather suddenly around 1900 and from south-west Australia and
northern South Australia in the 1930s.

This picture of sudden extermination over wide areas may to some extent
represent the vagarics of collection, but seems to be marked enough to be real.
An example of false record is the comparative lack of records from southern South
Australia where, according lo Wood-Jones (1924), the spccies was common
around 1890.
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Fig. 2. Present distribution of the rabbit
men collected in past 15 years;
specimen; ? — unsubstantiated report; - --=uarea surveyed.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of rabbit bandicoot colouies close to Yuendumu, N.T,
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